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WILLIAMS CLUB SURVIVES 
BLACKOUT IN STYLE

FROM THE PRESIDENt: A SAfE PORt IN tHE StORM
	 I am pleased to report that the Blackout of 2003 allowed the Club�s light to shine.  Our sta� rallied to cre-
ate a safe haven of hospitality for members stranded in New York City. Food, drink and rooms were supplied with 
welcoming smiles. All-nighters were pulled by the sta� to ensure the comfort and safety of the members. When 
the dawn broke, those who were at the Club felt more like revelers after an all night party rather than refugees 
from the City�s dark streets. When the Mayor gave out awards for performance beyond the call of duty, our sta� 
deserved to be among the awardees.

	 This crisis emphasized one of the Club�s most important ongoing roles. The Club provides a familiar and 
welcoming point of contact in the frenzy of one of the world�s largest cities.  Those of us who live here know that 

the City can be a lonely and impersonal place.  The Club o�ers space and events that promote friendship and community.

	 My last letter to you brought the unwelcome news that the Club would be asking each of you for more money.  The amount 
requested was modest. The value delivered to members by the Club, however, continues to be high.  My job as president, and that 
of the Board of Governors, is to ensure that this equation continues to have the value delivered by the Club equal or exceed the cost 
to you, the members.

	 The Board of Governors and I will be meeting in September with sta� and invited guests to focus on the vision, mission and 
guiding principles of the Club.  Paul Neely, Williams �68, a trustee of the College and former publisher of the Chattanooga Times, has 
agreed to facilitate the discussion.  I welcome any thoughts you may have on the mission of the Club and the needs of its members 
(phone: 212 592 1837 e-mail: bjones@cpg.org).  In my next letter I will report back to you on the results of our deliberations.

												            Best regards,   

Barton T. Jones, President

Williams Club WeatHers 
Blackout witH style
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HOW BROKEN ARE AMERICa’S SChOOLS--aND CaN ThEY BE FIXED?
An evening on education featuring WILLIAM G. OUCHI �65, the renowned UCLA management expert 

(and Williams trustee) who is best known for his studies of corporate culture but who spent the last several 
years heading a team that examined school systems around North America. Bill�s appearance at the club 
will coincide with the publication of his �ndings in a Simon & Schuster book, Making Schools Work: A 
Revolutionary Plan to Get Your Children the Education They Need, for which he was given remarkable 
access to the nation�s largest school districts, such as in New York and Los Angeles, but also to private 
and religious schools.

Please join us at what is sure to be a provocative evening, beginning with a 6 PM reception, followed 
by Bill�s presention and commentary by two alumni who can speak from their experiences in very di�erent 
school systems: 

   Dr. MICHAEL V. McGILL �65, the Superintendent of Schools in Scarsdale, N.Y., a suburban district 
known for its high student achievement and recent protests by parents against the trend toward ever 
more high-stakes assessment tests. SUSAN ASIYANBI �01, spent the last two years teaching in Newark, 
N.J., and now is a Program Manager for the Teach for America program, helping train its young teachers 
assigned to schools in the Bronx. 

    Finally, for those who wish to carry on the discussion, the evening will conclude with a dinner with 
our distinguished guests.

Tuesday, September 16th, 2003. Reception at 6:00 PM, presentation at 6:30 PM, dinner at 8:00 PM. 
Cost is $10 for the presentation, $45 (plus tax and service charge) for both the presentation and dinner.

A DIaLOGUE ON TERRORISM, thE MIDDLE EaSt 
aND AMERICaN FOREIGN POLICY 

WIth JOhN KIfNER, ‘63 aND PROf. RObERt JaCKaLL 
During his several decades as a correspondent with the New York Times, John Kifner has had a ground-

level view of the crises and wars of the Middle East, a region whose tensions and violence often resonate 
in the corners of the globe. But Kifner will share more than stories from his on-the-scene reporting: in a 
dialogue with Prof. Jackall, he will explore broader issues of America�s role in the world. 

Robert Jackall is the Class of 1956 Professor of Sociology & Social Thought at Williams and the current 
Gaudino Scholar. In that role, he organized both public forums and a new course on terrorism in the 
wake of the Sept. 11 attacks on New York on Washington. He is the author of, among other books, ��Wild 
Cowboys: Urban Marauders & the Forces of Order�� and ��Image Makers: Advertising, Public Relations, and 
the Ethos of Advocacy.�� 

This evening,  inspired by a discussion between the two men at Kifner�s recent 40th reunion in 
Williamstown, will begin with a 6 PM reception followed by the dialogue and time for questions and answers. 
But again, for those who wish for more, we will o�er a dinner afterward with the guests of honor. 

Thursday September 25th, 2003. Reception at 6:00 PM, presentation at 6:30 PM, dinner at 8:00 PM. 
Cost is $10 for the presentation, $45 (plus tax and service charge) for both the presentation and dinner.

Grand Rapids, MI

Arts, Education & Entertainment in 

AT THE CLUBHOUSE is published monthly except for 
July through August when it is published bi-monthly. All 
questions regarding this publication should be directed to 
the editor, Bob Kahan, who can be reached at The Williams 
Club, 24 East 39th Street, New York, NY 10016. 212-697-
5300 ext. 208, email programs@williamsclub.org.

 September 11th, 

      On Thursday, September 11th, 2003, New York City will 
commemorate the second anniversary of the attacks on the 
World Trade Center. The following, partial details have been 
released for those who may be interested in attending.
          The City�s observance will take place at the World 
Trade Center site that morning. At 7:00 AM guests will begin 
gathering at the site. Priority will be given to the families of 
those who perished on September 11th,, 2001, but public 
access will be permitted as space allows. The program will 
begin at 8:30 AM. There will be a moment of silence at 
8:46 AM, followed by children reading the names of those 
lost and families descending to the lowest ramp of the 
site where they can lay �owers. The reading of the names 
will continue stopping only for additional moments of 
silence at 9:03 AM, 9:59 AM and 10:29 AM. The service will 
conclude at 12 Noon with Taps, which will be performed 
by two trumpeters, one from the NYPD and one from the 
FDNY. A brief musical performance will follow.
       At sundown, the �Tribute of Light� will return for one 
night as a tribute to the memory of those lost. The �Tribute 
of Light� will be repeated every year on September 11th.
     The Williams Club will be available as a haven from the 
daily city activity to share your thoughts or �nd a quiet spot 
on this special day. We will o�er comfort food, snacks and 
company should you desire it all day. 

Club News
GRILL ROOM TEMpORaRILY CLOSED
      The Grill Room will be closed through September 15th in order to re�nish the �oor and repair the air 
conditioning. The Grill Room will also be closed September 19th. We apologize for any inconvenience 
this may cause.

RELaXED DRESS CODE EXtENDED

Due to the work being done in the Grill Room, the relaxed dress code will be extended through September 
15th. Jackets and ties will not be required for dining in the Oakley Room during this time.

SWItChING GEaRS, MaKING ADjUStMENtS 
OR TRYING SOMEthING NEW

CaREER ChOICES & ChaNGE
In today�s challenging times, it has never been more important to rede�ne ourselves and reassess 

our career goals.  Clarifying these issues can be di�cult because it involves sorting out emotional needs 
from practical considerations.

This interactive workshop will help you explore and expand new career options, transfer your skills 
to new industries and develop a focused resume.

Eileen Sharaga, Career coach/counselor has had multiple careers spanning 6 industries. She specializes 
in all  aspects of career transition and job search management and is currently writing a book on emerging 
career patterns.

Tuesday, September 23rd. Reception at 6:30 PM. Program at 7:00 PM. Cost is $10.




