
MARCH 2003THE WILLIAMS CLUB NEwSLEttER 

The Williams Club 2003 Faculty Forum:

re•li•gion    
( P ) ronunciation Key  (r-ljn)
n. 
1. Belief in and reverence for a supernatural power or powers 
regarded as creator and governor of the universe. 
2. A personal or institutionalized system grounded in such 
belief and worship. 
3. The life or condition of a person in a religious order. 
4. A set of beliefs, values, and practices based on the teach-
ings of a spiritual leader. 
5. A cause, principle, or activity pursued with zeal or consci-
entious devotion. 
      

 e•vil    
( P )  Pronunciation Key  (vl)
            adj. e•vil•er, e•vil•est 
1. Morally bad or wrong; wicked: an evil tyrant. 
2. Causing ruin, injury, or pain; harmful: the evil e�ects of a 
poor diet. 
3. Characterized by or indicating future misfortune; ominous: 
evil omens. 
4. Bad or blameworthy by report; infamous: an evil reputa-
tion. 
5. Characterized by anger or spite; malicious: an evil temper. 

n. 
1. The quality of being morally bad or wrong; wickedness. 
2. That which causes harm, misfortune, or destruction: a leader�s 
power to do both good and evil. 
3. An evil force, power, or personi�cation. 
4. Something that is a cause or source of su�ering, injury, or 
destruction: the social evils of poverty and injustice. 

AT  THE  CLUB-

DOES RELIGION CREATE EVIL?
	 In recent years, some have used the term evil to describe types of governments, 
religious beliefs they do not hold, political acts they do not agree with and people they do 
not like.
	 Over the centuries many deeds have been done in the name of God or the cause of 
one religion or another. Some of these have been good, some evil. Many are up for debate. 
	 Why have some religions been labeled as evil or good? What is evil? Is it just a term 
used by one side to characterize an opposing viewpoint? Is there an act or belief that all 
cultures can agree is evil?
	 Is there an inherent relationship between religion and evil?
	 These questions and more will be up for discussion in this spring�s Faculty Forum at 
The Williams Club. The participants and their views are detailed below.
The Williams Club Faculty Forum: Does Religion Create Evil? will take place Saturday, April 5th, beginning 
with registration at 12:30 PM, Lunch from 1:00 PM to 2:30 PM, the Forum itself starts at 2:30 PM and will 
be followed by cocktails and hors d�oeuvres. Price is $60.

	

William Darrow, Religion Department Chair, Jackson Professor of Religion - Williams College
�I teach religion and Middle Eastern studies. My primary areas of interest are pre-Islamic Iran and the 
early centuries of Islam. I spent last year on sabbatical doing research in Jordan and Syria and traveling 
widely in the Middle East, Central Asia and China.�
I would like to focus on �From axis of hatred to axis of evil� and think about what was involved in 
embracing that term to describe the regimes of Iraq, Iran and North Korea. What is involved in rais-
ing the rhetorical level by invoking ideas of evil and the attendant traits of dualism and moralizing 

behind that mode of approaching the world.� 

Peter Just, Professor of Anthropology - Williams College
�I teach cultural anthropology and have a longstanding interest in the anthropology of religion. Much 
of my �eld research has been conducted in Indonesia, including several years with a community 
in the highlands of Sumbawa who have historically been animists, but many of whom are recent 
converts to Islam and Christianity.�
�I�m interested in the question, �Are there animist fanatics?� It seems to me that the parochialism of 
tribal religions and the universalism of �world religions� o�er an interesting contrast that bears signi�cantly on the 
topic of our forum.�

Nancy Levene, Assistant Professor of Religion - Williams College
�I teach religion, philosophy and Jewish studies, with my research focusing on such issues as interpreta-
tion, diversity, con�ict, and theories of social and political life.�
�I will speak about the conceptions of good and evil in two places in the Bible: Genesis (the Garden of 
Eden story) and Exodus (Mount Sinai and the giving of the law), as well as rabbinic readings of the latter. 
What I will focus on are the contemporary implications of the texts for cultures that are still in�uenced 

by the Christian and Jewish Bibles.�
Je�rey K. Salkin, Rabbi

�I am a Reform congregational rabbi and author of popular books on spirituality and religion in the 
modern world, I would like to focus on the entire question of �Does Religion Create Evil?� from a Jew-
ish historical and theological perspective. I intend to look critically at several Biblical texts that seem 
to re�ect the �dark side� of religion, and discuss how they reveal the multi-faceted view of religion in 
the contemporary world.�

Alan White, 
Philosophy Department Chair, Mark Hopkins Professor of Philosophy - Williams College
�I teach in the Philosophy Department. The approaches to philosophical problems I �nd most 
congenial are those of the ancient Greeks, particularly Aristotle, and those of recent Germans, 
especially Hegel, Nietzsche, and Heidegger. I would like to introduce two distinct ways of think-
ing about the origins of evil: Hegel�s and Nietzsche�s.�

SPRING SPECIAL
Reserve a hotel room for 2 nights any time 

between July 1st and September 30th,
 and you’ll get the 3rd night free.

This offer is available for purchase from
March 1st through March 31st, 2003.

ALsO AVAILABLE
A great meal. $25, $35, $45 and up. 

You set the amount.
Tickets to one or more of our events. 

$10, $20, $30 and up. 
You set the amount.

Just call (212)697-5300.
Ask for Allyson or Bob.
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