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Professor Edward Burger
�Why I Hate Mathematics But Love Museums: The 
Confessions of an

Unusual Williams Professor�
Thursday, October 22nd
6:30 PM Reception, 7:00 PM Lecture
Price is gratis for members, $15 for non-members and guests.

Will he reveal some deep dark secret about himself?  Join 
us for an evening of laughter as we discover beauty and visit a 
museum of sorts.  This promises to be an entertaining evening 
that will both enlighten and amuse.  NO math background is 
required and NO math will be explicitly mentioned.  Everyone is 
encouraged to attend.

If you dislike math, this talk is for you!  If the sight of an equa-
tion makes you ill, this talk is for you!  If you never thought you 
would ever go to a math lecture, this presentation is for you!  Each 
person who stays to the end of the talk will receive a memento 
as a souvenir.

Edward Burger, Associate Professor of Mathematics, is known 
for making math come alive in his entertaining and energetic 
math performances.  He has been invited to give lectures around 
the world and has made several radio and TV appearances.  He 
was recently awarded the Ulam Visiting Research Professorship of 
Mathematics at the University of Colorado.  Burger is the author 
of numerous articles and just completed his �rst text.  He has also 
written comedy plays and performed as a comedian. 
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Mayor Giuliani has his Tax-Free Shopping Week, but 
nothing beats Roll Back the Prices Week at the Williams 
Club.  From Monday, October 26th to Saturday, October 
31st the Club will be reducing prices up to 50% in the Grill 
Room and Main Dining Room for lunch and dinner.  It�s the 
perfect opportunity to have that luncheon date you�ve 
been putting o�, or to come try some of the new items on 
the Clubs recently revamped menu.  It only happens once 
a year, so don�t miss out!

Professor Michael Lewis
�American Architecture�s Dirty Secret�
Tuesday, November 3rd (Election Day)
6:30 PM Reception, 7:00 PM Lecture
Price is gratis for members, $15 for non-members and guests.

Why is American architecture so often vulgar, even as it is 
vital and original?  In part, because America�s most prominent 
buildings are commercial in nature, with an advertising role to 
perform.  America�s business buildings need to make vivid eye-
catching statements, which has produced the architecturally 
overheated character of America�s downtowns.  In this lecture 
Professor Lewis looks at how critics and historians have often 
misunderstood the commercial nature of American architecture, 
judging it by criteria borrowed from European architecture.  He 
looks at how brutal competition has produced some of America�s 
livelist buildings, from the Empire State Building to the ferocious 
banks of Frank Furness.

Michael J. Lewis studied at Haverford College, receiving his 
Ph.D. from the University of Pennsylvania in 1989.  For his book 
The Politics of the German Gothic Revival (MIT Press), he received 
the Hitchcock Book Award of the Society of Architectural Histori-
ans.  Together with Williams Professor E. J. Johnson, he organized 
the Williams College Museum of Art exhibition �Drawn from the 
Source: the Travel Drawings of Louis I. Kahn.�  He has taught at Bryn 
Mawr College, the University of Natal, South Africa, and Magill 
University, Montreal.  He has taught American art at Williams Col-
lege since 1993.  Part of the proceeds of this lecture will bene�t 
the Matthew John Wheaton �94 Scholarship Fund.  [Donations to 
this event should not be in lieu of the College�s Annual fund.]  

(more on page 5...)
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An Evening with Linda Fairstein
Thursday, October 15th
6:30 PM Reception, 7:00 PM Lecture
Price is $10 for members, $20 for non-members and guests.

Linda Fairstein is the writer of two best-
selling novels Final Jeopardy and Likely To 
Die which follow Alexandra Cooper, the 
�ctional director of the New York City DA�s 
sex crimes unit.  Fairstein joined the New York 
County DA�s o�ce in 1972 and by 1976 she 
was appointed to her current position, Chief 
of (the then one year-old) NYC Sex Crimes 
Prosecution Unit.  Fairstein has been involved 
with a number of high-pro�le cases including 
the �preppy-murder case� of Robert Chambers, the �Central Park 
Jogger� case and the �Midtown Rapist� case of Russell West.  Her 
�rst book, Sexual Violence: Our War Against Rape was published 
in 1993; it was named a New York Times Notable Book of the Year.  
In 1996 Fairstein introduced Alexandra Cooper in her best-seller 
mystery-thriller Final Jeopardy.  Fairstein graduated from Vassar 
College in 1969 and received her Juris Doctoris from the University 
of Virginia School of Law.

Fairstein explains the switch from non-�ction to �ction: 
Sexual Violence was a �true crime� account of some of the 

bizarre and unusual matters which have passed through the Sex 
Crimes Unit in the Manhattan District Attorney�s o�ce. I turned 
to writing novels to soften the hard facts of what I do in this �eld. 
I was determined to create a character and a series based on real 
cases and actual crimes � to inform as well as to entertain. All of 
the anecdotal material and every case described in my novels is 
based on real events, although details have been �ctionalized. By 
reading the novels, people will become more educated about the 
whole area of sexual assault and what is involved with prosecuting 
these types of crimes. 

Author Ken Follett
Monday, October 26th
6:00 PM Reception, 6:30 PM Presentation
Price is $10 for members, $20 for non-members and guests.

International bestseller, New York Times best-selling author, 
author of bestsellers Night over Water, The 
Pillars of the Earth, Lie Down with Lions, The 
Man from St Petersburg, The Key to Rebecca 
and The Third Twin (recently shown as a mini 
series on CBS) Ken Follett is visiting New York 
from London to launch his latest blockbuster 
The Hammer of Eden.  On the morning of his 
evening with us, he will be a guest on �Good 
Morning, America� - so come and meet him 
while he�s in town.  Co-sponsored by Mr. 
Follett�s alma mater and our newest a�liate 

LECTURES THANKSGIVING

Thanksgiving at the Williams Club
November 26, 1998

1:00 PM Seating

Appetizers

Traditional Shrimp Cocktail

Grilled Portobello Mushrooms 
with Crab Meat & Red Zinfandel Sauce

Smoked Seafood Sampler with 
Horseradish Sauce Garnish

Fall Vegetable and Bu�alo Mozzarella Terrine,
 Basil and Roast Pepper Coulis

Chef�s Ravioli

***
Seafood Roast Corn Chowder

or
Williams Club House Salad 

with Montrachet Cheese, Herb Crouton

Entrees

Organic Roasted Turkey with Spinach and Chestnut 
Dressing, Whipped Sweet Potato, Sauteed Baby 

Vegetables

Char Broiled Sirloin Steak au poivre with Twice Baked 
Potato

Grilled Atlantic Salmon, Basil Dijonaise, 
Red Bliss Potato, Poached Asparagus

Chef�s Vegetable Plate, White Tru�e Oil

Pasta Primavera

Desserts

Apple, Pecan or Pumpkin Pie
Chocolate Tru�e Cake, Carmel Sauce

Carrot Cake
Fresh Fruit Plate

Ice Cream
New York Cheese Cake

Price is $38 per person, half price for children under 12.  



ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Menkharis
A One-Man Performance

by Mitch Stripling �98
Thursday, October 29th
7:00 PM Reception, 8:00 PM Performance
Price is $10 for members, $20 for non-members and guests.

What if the world were to end and none other than Judas 
Iscariot was left with the responsibility to go back and try to �x 
it?  This is the beginning of Mitch Stripling�s third play Menkharis.  
�You�ve lived this story a thousand times,� 
says the angel to Judas about the Christ 
myth, �and every time it has happened 
wrong and this disaster has been the 
result.�  Judas is sent into Galilee, a world 
on the edge of a dream, with no plan or 
knowledge but only the burned-in surety 
that something must be done.  With Peter, 
Mary Magdalene and Veronica, Judas 
must struggle to �nd grace or revelation, 
to be destroyed or enlightened.  Jesus is 
the center of a mystery which will decide 
the fate of the world and, more important, 
the fate of the human heart. 

At its base, Menkharis is a new telling 
of the story of Jesus through the eyes of 
several of his disciples.  It is told in seven 
days, hung with seven dreams in between, 
in a new wave of bardic mode that instills 
a sense of narrative urgency rarely seen 
in the one person form.  It�s funny, even 
insane, and swings wild between joy and 
sorrow.  It�s heretical and irreverent all at 
once.  Its goal is not to take an old story 
and make it �relevant�, but to create a new 
story by seeing the heart of what the an-
cient tale once meant.  In short, Menkharis 
is what happens when sancti�cation gets 
injected with rock and roll and takes a spinning �ight, raging like 
Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers kicking up and riding high on a 
wave of light and song and danger .

Mitch Stripling �98 graduated with honors in Religion and 
Theater.  He also served with great relish as the Class Speaker 
of this year�s Commencement (pictured at left).  During his four 
years at Williams, Stripling appeared in more than a dozen campus 
productions as well as shows in New York City and Atlanta.  He 
wrote and directed three plays (of which Menkharis is the third), 
including an Honors Thesis which attempted to incorporate the 
heart of interactive media into theater; produced a weekly radio 
sitcom (EXPR 666); and served as student associate to both the 
Robert L. Gaudino Fund and the Center for Technology in the 
Arts and Humanities.  He is also the winner of this year�s Gilbert 
W. Gabriel Prize for the Advancement of Theater.

�Fresh Paint: French Oil Sketches at 
the Dahesh Museum�
by Stephen Edidin MA �78, Curator, &

Dr. Jane Becker �88, Assistant Curator
Tuesday, October 27th
Reception at 6:30, Presentation at 7:00 PM
Price is $10 for members, $20 for non-members and guests.

The art of the sketch has become synonymous with Impres-
sionism, but it grew out of the practice 
of academic art, the traditional �gu-
rative style that ruled the art world 
from the Renaissance to the late 19th 
century.  The academic sketch was 
considered only a study for a more 
highly finished exhibition painting 
and was never meant for public 
display.  Today, the intimacy and im-
mediacy of academic oil sketches is 
highly prized.  The Dahesh Museum�s 
current exhibition brings to New York 
the �nest private collection of these 
works - spanning a period of 300 
years in the history of French art.

The Dahesh Museum�s mission 
is to collect, preserve and interpret 
European academic art of the 19th 
and 20th centuries.  It is the only 
museum in the United States dedi-
cated exclusively to the academic 
tradition, which encompasses the 
most in�uential and popular art of 
the 19th century.  Chartered in 1987 
and opened to the public in 1993, the 
Museum has already established an 
international reputation

�Menkharis is a one-man show of ex-
traordinary ambition about the social 
and metaphysical nature of Christ as 
Messiah.  It�s as thought-provoking 
and argument-creating as it is enter-
taining.�

�Jim Shepard, Professor of English, author 
of Nosferatu

�Stripling holds the audience en-
thralled at every stage of the narra-
tive, making us imagine the con�ict-
ed inner lives of characters who �nd 
themselves at the fulcrum of history.  
In Stripling�s hands, this play�s si-
lences scream, and its shouts quietly 
penetrate the mind and heart.�  

�Professor of English, Stephen Fix

http://www.williamsclub.org




