
Reception at 6:30, Lecture at 7:00 PM
Gratis for members, $15 for non-members and guests.

The source of the trouble with Vladimir Nabokov’s Lolita is 
clear enough: It narrates the “confession” of an obsessed, middle-
aged pedophile who robs a young girl of her innocence, but in prose 
so moving and luminous that—to some readers—the novel seems 
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Tuesday, September 22nd
Reception at 6:00 PM, Discussion at 7:00 PM
Gratis for members, $15 for non-members and guests.

The Dean of the College is the big man on campus.  His ofýce 
is designed to monitor the pulse of the student body for the adminis-
tration at the highest level.  Dean Peter Murphy has excelled at that 
position since 1995 not through any Orwellian means, but rather by 
being an integral part of campus life.  From committee meetings, to 
teaching English, to lunch with College Council Presidents, Murphy 
is involved in every aspect of life at Williams.  Tonight Dean Murphy 
will talk about his role at the College and answer questions about 
current on-campus issues and student life.  

Before coming to Williams College, Peter Murphy graduated 
from Yale University in 1981 magna cum laude with distinction in 
literature.  In 1986, he received his doctorate from Johns Hopkins 
University where he studied as a Mellon fellow, and that same 
year he arrived at Williams as an Assistant Professor in English.  
Murphy was the recipient of a National Endowment for the Hu-
manities research grant in 1989 which he used as a fellow of the 
Oakley Center for the Humanities and 
Social Sciences while writing his book 
Poetry as an Occupation and an Art in 
Britain, 1760-1830.  While serving as 
Dean, Murphy also retains his title as 
Lecturer in English and considers his 
role as a professor very important to his 
“other” job as Dean.

In the past year, on several occasions, Club members have expressed interest in forming Special Interest Groups 
to meet and discuss a variety of topics.  As a result, the Club would like to invite interested members to submit 
their names to the Programming Director in order to initiate a “mailing list” for the following groups: Williams 
Club Book SIG, Film SIG, Music SIG and Art SIG.  These groups are a work in progress and as of yet loosely 
deýned because they will be entirely member-run and thus, up to those involved as to what direction they will take.  
We feel that the new groups will be an excellent addition to the current activities at the Club and hope/foresee ad-
ditional programs being generated by each group.  Please call Frank Vigorito at 212.697.5300 ext.208 to add your 
name to the lists and/or to become more involved.   

more to celebrate and aes-
theticize the crime than to 
offer repentance for it.

Since its publication 
in 1955, Lolita has trou-
bled—for better or worse—
everyone who encounters 
it: students and teachers, 
critics and general readers, 
politicians and ýlmmakers.  

It has been praised as one of this century’s greatest works of art, and 
denounced as an elegant form of pornography.  It has been taught as 
a brilliant example of structure and style, and attacked as an insidi-
ous threat to personal morality and civic order.  And in the past few 
months, all the arguments about Nabokov’s book have been stirred 
afresh by Adrian Lyneôs embattled new ýlm of Lolita (slated, after 
many delays, to screen in New York theaters in late September).

Prof. Fix will explore the novel’s artistic value and effects, the 
difýculties surrounding its publication and reception, and the con-
troversies generated by the two ýlm adaptations of Lolita—Lyne’s, 
along with Stanley Kubrick’s in 1962. 

Stephen Fix is Professor of English at Williams.  He has served 
as Dean of the College (1985-92) and as Chair of the English De-
partment (1994-98).  Along with courses on eighteenth-century 
literature and the

continues on page 2...

A scene from  Adrien Lyne’s Lolita.




