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Professor Tim Cook 
Governing with the News: 
The News Media as a Political Institution
Wendesday, May 20th
Reception at 6:30 PM, lecture at 7:00 PM
Gratis for members, $15 for non-members and guests.

Join us tonight as we welcome Professor of Political Science 
Tim Cook to discuss his new book Governing with the News: The 
News Media as a Political Institution.  Professor Cook’s thesis is 
that the news media have evolved into a political institution integral 
to the day-to-day operations of the three branches of American 
government.  In every branch at every level of government, politi-
cal actors are devoting more time, energy, and resources to making 
news—with the unwelcome side effect that journalistic news values 
are increasingly substituted for political principle in governmental 
decision-making.  He will also explore the recent contentions that 
President Clinton will be incapacitated by the Monica Lewinsky 
case and as well as the centrality—in fact, the inseparability—of 
newsmaking for governing today.

Tim Cook is the Fairleigh Dickinson, Jr. Professor of Political 
Science at Williams College where he has taught since 1981.  He 
has also served as a visiting professor at Yale University and the 
Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University.  He received 
his B.A. from Pomona College in 1976 and his Ph.D. from the 
University of Wisconsin in 1982.  His ýrst book, Making Laws and 
Making News: Media Strategies in the U.S. House of Representa-
tives came out of a year he spent as an American Political Science 
Association Congressional Fellow and Guest Scholar at the Brook-
ings Institution.  He was also part of a six-person team that received 
grants from numerous foundations including the National Science 
Foundation, the MacArthur Foundation, the Ford Foundation and 
the Twentieth Century Fund to study the interaction of candidates, 
journalists and voters in four different cities across the United States 
during the 1992 presidential campaign all the way from February 
to November.  Those ýndings are discussed in the book, Crosstalk: 
Citizens, Candidates and the Media in a Presidential Campaign.  
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Professionals Series:
Film & Theater
Wednesaday, May 6th.
Reception at 6:30 PM, Discussion at 7:00 PM
Price is gratis for members, $15 for non-members and guests.

Join a panel of distinguished alumni/ae working in the ýlm and 
theater industries for a short panel discussion followed by a cocktail 
hour for more informal, up-close and personal discussion.  Whether 
you’re already established in the business or just starting out, this 
will be an informative and relaxing way to meet like-minded Wil-
liams alumni/ae.  Bring your business cards!

David Bar Katz ’89  Mr. Katz is currently 
the Director of the critically acclaimed 
Broadway show Freak starring John Le-
guizamo.  He is the co-founder of Lower 
East Side ýlms, a New York based produc-
tion company. His current writing projects 
include a screen adaptation of the science 
ýction novel The Uplift War and a screenplay about 
the Jewish gangs of Manhattan’s turn of the century Lower East 
Side. He is also producing a ýlm on the life of Esquivel!, the ec-
centric inventor of space age bachelor music, for Fox Searchlight. 
Katz co-created, produced, and was a head writer of the Emmy-
nominated Fox-TV show ñHouse of Bugginô,ò televisionôs ýrst all 
Latin comedy series, co-produced and wrote The Pest for Tristar 
Pictures, and is co-author of the book Freak. His novel, The Heaviest 
God, which focuses on a Jewish prisoner revolt in Auschwitz, will 
be published next year. This past summer 
Katz directed a production of Freak at the 
Williamstown Theater Festival.

Bruce Leddy ‘83  As a senior pro-
ducer at MTV, Bruce Leddy ’83 wrote, 
produced, and directed such series as 
“Unplugged,” “Rockumentary,” and 
ñHalf-Hour Comedy Hour.ò  His ýlm 
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